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A Letter from Oxford concerning Mer. 
SAMUEL JOHNSON's late Book. 


Ccording to your Deſire I am very wil; 
| ling: to give you not only my own 
[Judgment upon Mr. Johnſon's late Book, 
of but that of others, who are much more 
able than I am my ſelf to paſs a Judgment of it: 
You know I live in a Place where Men of his Prin- 
ciples- have been almoſt univerſally cry'd down as 
Enemies-to the Englyh FAonarchy, and conlequent- 
ly to the Church of England, (though neither you nor I 
are very clear in that Conſequence, if there were 
any Foundation, of Truth in the Premiſes) and 
where every thing that bears his Name, or that of 
any other Perſon who is under the ſame Prejudice 
here, was like to find but cold Entertainment + and 
yet I'can aſſure you, that this Book has made ſome 
Converts. amongſt us, ſuch, I mean, who were 
not onr Enemies out of pure Malice; has ſtagger 'd 
others, who were leſs ſettled upon their Lees ; 
and has hardned others in their Impenitency, whoſe 
Eyes the God of this World has blinded, that they can- 
not believe nor underſtand. 
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| Iris obſerved in the 4s of the 4poſiles, and in- 
ſerted into Holy Writ by the immediate Inſpiration 
of God's Holy Spirit, as a moſt notorious Inſtance 
of the Prevalency of the everlaſting Goſpel of 
Chriſt, that a great Company of the Prieſts 
were obedient to the Faith :- as if they, of all 
Men, were the moſt obdurate and hardeſt 
to be wrought upon. | 

For fuch is the Infirmity of Mankind, that we 
muſt have Men to inſtruct us in our Duty ; and 
the Veneration wenaturally have for a Deity, car- 
ries us ſometimes inſtnſtbly and unawares into an 
implicite blindfold Awe and Reſpect for'the Per- 
fons of thoſe Men who offtciate art his Altar, | preach 
his Word to us, and inſtruct us our of 'ir in our Du- 
ty to hina and our Netghbours. 

Bur ſince God has pur this Treaſure in earthen Veſ- 
fels, as St. Paul informs us (though: perhaps that 
Expreſſion, it it were not in Holy Scripture, might 
feem ncedlels, for daily Experience taught us before 
he was born, and will do ro the End of the World, 
that ſo it is) theſe Diſpenſers of his holy Word and 
Sacraments being Men of like Paſſions with us, have 
been apt to take Advantage of the Credulity of 
Mankind, and to inculcate things into us i” the 
Name of the Lord, which the Lord hath not ſaid, nei- 
ther came they into bus Fleart. 


And: 
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And having once taught us, i the Name of the Lord, 
Do&trines, which really are, and which ſometinies 
they themſelves know to be bur Traditions of Men, 
(for I cannot have that Charity for them all, as to 
believe that they believe themſelves) they are then 
obliged for- the maintaining of their Credit, and 
by a ſpiritual Pride, - which is very incident co ear- 
then Veſſels, not to retra&t thoſe DoEtrines, which 
indeed they cannot do, without giving God or 
themſelves. the Lie, - and without betraying the In- 
tereſt to which they think thoſe Do&rines ſubſervi- 
ent. And hence it comes to pafs that Clergy-men 
of all others are hardeſt ro be reclaimed tromany 
Errors that ' they have once imbarqued in. Theisx 
Intereſt for the moſt ' part lies at ſtake; their Repu- 
ration, as Men of Learning and Judgment; and 
above all, as Men intruſted with the Oracles of God. 

Accordingly we find by Hiſtory both Sacred and 
Profane, that in all Nations, and. in all Ages, the 
Clersy, whether Pagan, Jewiſh, Mahometan, Popiſh 
or Proteſtant, have muſter'd all their Force from time 
ro time, to oppoſe any Innovations whatſoever, 
either ir- Doctrine or Diſcipline, that have had the 
leaſt Colour.of being Alterations for the better. 

The 7ew:ſhClergy crucified our Saviour, and per- 
ſecuted his Apoſtles and Diſciples, where they.had 
any part of the Civit Power in their own Hands; 


and where they had not, they ſtirred up the | agan. 
; | Ma- 
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Magiſtrates to do their Drudgery, 10 perigeuting.the = 
Chriftians, as' appears by-the' 46s of the - Ypoſtles. + 
' The Pagan Clergy: oppoled Chriftianity, becaule if 
onr Saviour's Dodrine of One only God were re- 
ceived; their multiplicity of Gods, and-conſequent- 
ly their ſeveral Temples, 'Altars,: Victins,' Frieſt- 
hoods, Profits, Perquifies, 'Adyantages and Emos+ 
luments whatſoever, thereunto belonging, or. in 
any wiſe appertaining, would become uterly void 
and of none effect, to all Inteats and Purpoſes what» 
{loevar.; | nfoC]-ioun tr 3 roirtier 4 | 

How the Popiſh Clergy oppoſed the Reformation, 
and with what weak Arguments, but uader how 
potent Inducements of another kind, - we all know 
who'havye 'laoked! bur-a hundred and fifty, 'or twe 
hundred Years backward into the Hiſtory of this 
part of Chriſtendom. | 

F xamples of our Proteſtant Clergy I forbear to 
mention, becauſe I would: not /be invidious; and 
becauſe welive'in an'Age, in which Wounds ought 
rather to be indeavoured to berhealed, than to be 
ripp'd into, and made wider. |; 

Bur this hinr is ſafficient ts inform us, how-great 
Prejudices the Clergy,” of what kind: ſoever, la - 
bour under, with Reſpe& to the maintaining what 
they have once eſpouſed and taught; and conſe- 
quently how great a Credit accmes to any Fruth, 
by conquering their Prejudices, and gaining 
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thera t0/a'Reception and Entertainment of it. 
' Which thar this 'Book of Mr: Jobn/on's has'donue 
4h a great Meaſure in this Univerficy, I can and db 
aſſure you; and I will give you an Account by 
what Methods their Conviction proceeded, before 
Fgive you my own! or any Bodics Cenſure of the 
Work i (elf. 5511207: nad Rv 
» They had their Education under the Reign of 
the late King Charles the :Second, in. whole. times 
all the ſeveral Maxims and Principles of Tyranny 
we et on foot,” and improved: .co-the uttermolt;; 
_ the Government of this Nacion repreſented as an 
abſolute Monarchy ; and that fort of Government 
mdeayoured: to. be pto ved the only Government, 
that had-any Foundacion 4a. Nature or: Scripture. 
Plence proceeded che ſeveral Branches of Slavery, 
viz, that the Legiſlature was veſted in the Perſon of. 
the Prince ohly; and the rewo Houſes of 'Parlia- 
Ment, thar of che Commons eſpecially, avinconſi- 
Aderable, as they arereprefented in the Beginning of 
"Mr. Johnſon's Preface ; the unalterable Right of 
"Succeflion ; the Irrefltibiliry of Princes ;. and their 
darling new-coin'd Dodrine .of Paſſive Obedience, 
'the Charadcteriſtical Mark of the Church of England, 
to wc che Words of 'a late Prelate, when he was. 
-about to-give up the Ghoſt. ; 

- Theſe Principles were then fo far countenanced 
at Court, that the alerrmg of them. in. the Pulpir 
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and:in the Preſs, was then- the only way+te Prefer- 
ment: in the Church; and lacereſt ſtriking jn with 
Education, the poor Gentlemen were tied Hand 
and Foot. Their Education was ſuch as had de- 
prived them of Opportunities co. be rightly in- 
formed; and their Intereſt going -hand in-hand 
with their Ignorance, they did not ſeek after infor- 
mation. . 20 | 
That which contributed; to their Blindneſs of 
Mind, was, that ſome Men, not merely Specula- 
tive.and Notional, as Clergy-men generally are, 
the ſubject Matcer of whoſe Studies and Enquiries 
3s for the moſt part wrapp'd up in the Clouds, were 
ſet at work. by. the Court to perſwade the Nation, 
chat what the Clergy taught us, as the Law of God, 
= really and cruly the Law : of this Realm like- 
WII. 5-4Y 
Our Gentlemen here have not uſed to trouble 
their Heads much with humane Laws, which they 
are apt to look down upon with Contempt, and 
account. of them as a Knack only by which one-ſort 
of Men amongſt us pick Money. out of other Mens 
Pockets : bur they had heard at a Diſtance of Fun- 
damental Laws, and were very ready to believe ſuch 
Men as Brady, Fohnſon, Filmer, &c. who told them 
as from Hiſtory, Records, and the utmoſt Antiquity, 
that our Government was the ſame by our Law, . that 
© was or ought to. be by their Divouty. i 
| . Thus 
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Thus they were lull'd aſleep, till the Conſequen- 
ces of their Principles came to ſtare them in the Face 
in:King James his time; Slavery they could digeſt, 
fori that was what they had profcſſedly. own'd, 
preach'd and printed. But they were not aware 
that Slavery would bring in Popery, or whatever 
the Soveraign had a mind to, till they ſaw by Ex- 
perience that a Slave is a Dog that muſt leap over a 
Stick, and back again, as his Maſter bids him. 


Being thus at a ſtand, and having no Remedy 
left them but their Prayers and Tears, it pleaſed 
God to ſtir them up a Deliverer, whom indeed they 
accepted at firſt with open Arms, tho ſome of them 
thought afterward he delivered them more than he 
needed : however, neither the Providence of God, 
nor the Authority of the States of the Realm, nor 
the Yox Populi would be limited:and. reſtrained. by 


the Dreams of our Men of Theory: 


The Revolution being thorowly wrought, they 
were glad to find themſelves in the Condition: they 
were in; and as the Wit of Man is fruicful of In+ 
ventions, they caſt about how to come in to the In- 
tereſt of this preſent Government, without renoun- 
cing what. they. had formerly ſo openly. avow'd fu 
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be the Law of God : and according to their ſeveral 
Judgments, Wirs, Apprehenſiotis, Fancies, Whim- 
tes, Fooleries, &c. one ſubmirs to Providence, 
another to an Uſurper, another to 2 King. de fa#o, 
another to a Conqueror : one lays, 'King James left 
us; another, we turn'd him ont;' another, Galho- 
like, cares for none of theſe things, but ſabmirs to 
che Powers that are. Now this Book of Mr. Fohn- 
ſon's has ſo effe&tually, even in their own -Judg- 
ments, and by their own Acknowledgments, : bear 
them out of all theſe weak Strong-holds, that the 
begin to be ſatisfied, that whar all the reſt of Man- 
kind believe, is trae; to wit, 'that there is no ſafe 
Rule for Conſcience'in Civil Aﬀairs, but the ſeye- 
ral Laws of Nations: and this makes thems ſee the 
necefſiry of enquiring into our Laws, if they will 
be Dogmatical in Matters of this nature, or elſe of 
fubmitting their Judgments to the Stares of the 
Realm' Aſſembled in Parliament, p-; 


This great Work Mr. Johnſon's Book has done 
with many here: it has convinced them that Law 
is Law ; and that heretofore they did not underſtand 
the difference betwixt Law and no-Law. And-this 
Con viction having put ſome of them upon bending 
rheir Studies cowards at Enquiry into the Laws of 
this Governmem, we may hope to fee folfll'd 


| what 
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what was ſaid by the Prophet ; The Prieft's Lips ſhould 
keep Knowleds, and they. ſhould” ſeek the Law at his 
Mouth, for he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, 


The ewo Poftrions which Mr. Johnſon lays down 
in the beginning of his ſhore Book, at the end. of 
his Preface, Viz. | 

« "Fhar the People of England did actually De- 
« throne King James the Second for Miſgovern- 
«© ment, and promored the Prince of Orange in his 
« ftexd: And, | | 
© © That this Proceeding was according to the 
© Engliſh' Conſtitution, and preſcribed by* ic ; 
Have uſed to be traduced by our Clergy as Kepub- 
lican Principles; and as ſuch are branded by a Re- 
verend'Prelate of our Chyrch, in a Preface of his 
to three Treatifes concerning he Jeſuir Layatty : 
Where, according to the Genius of the: Court, as 
it then was, he expreſſerh himſelf thns; wiz, © Ic 
« is allowed by all' Frietids to our King and his 
& Government, that the Commonwealth-Princi- 
<< ples are deftrutive to it; and that none: who 
* own them, can give any ſufficient Security for 
&* cheir' Allegiance. , © All the miſchievons Conſe- 
« queftices of the Republican Principles, do fol- 
« low upon the Pope's owning the Power of depo- 
« fing Princes, © However, the Primitive Chri- 
2h Bis: « ftians 
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ſtians thought ic no Flattery to Princes, to de- 
riye their Power immediately from God; and 
to make them accountable to him-alone, as bes 
ing ſuperiour to all below him ; yer after the 
Pope's Depoſing Power 'came into Requeſt, the 


Commuonwealcth-Principles did ſo too, and the 


Power of Princes was {aid to be of another O- 
riginal, and that therefore they were accounta- 


ble tothe People. © Thele Principles and Pra- 


tices we of the Church of England profeſs to- 
deteſt and abhor. © The Power of the People, 
and the Depoſing Power of. the Pope, are rwo 


fundamental Principles of Rebellion,” © Fhe 
Commonwealth's-men, when. they . are. asked; 
how the People, having once parted with their 
Power, come to reſume it? preſently run; to. an 
implicic ConrRact berwixt the Prince andthe 
People, by virtue whereof the People have: a 
fundamental Power left 'in themfelves,, which 
they are not to exerciſe, but upon Princes Yio- 
lation of the Truſt committed to them. 4. Who 


\ made Conditional Settlements of Civil' Power 


upon Princes > Who keeps the ancient Deeds 
and Records of them ? For in all the firſt Ages 


_ of the Chriſtian Church, this Conditional Pow: 


er and. Obedience was. never heard of, 


Here 
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'[Here/iwe ſee the Foundation upon- which this 
Governimienc ſtands, and under which this Author: 
hag accepted Preferment; and'all the Proceedings 
of the Lords and Commons, and of the'People, 
rowards” the effeting: the late Revolution; { are 
brandedvas Republican Principler, deſtruRtive tothe G- 
-vernment ; ſuch as now Who own, can give ſufficient” 
Security for their Allegiance ; ſuch as the Church of Eng- 
land profeſſeth to deteſt and abhor-; a Conrracr berwixt” 
Prince und People; rurn'd: into! Ridicule, 'and what” 
Now: this' Gentleman took another ' Courſe in; 
his Politicks, than ' Mr. Johnſon has done :' A few- 
Years afcer he wrote this Preface, he might per-' 
haps/enquire a little intb our Antient 'Laws: ant: 
Governmenr;- which it is't0 be preſumedhe was 
ir a great meaſure in the dark conceming,. when 
he ler fly thus at random againſt Republican-Prin-: 
ciples of. his own A : H-he had:confulted! . 
the Examples of our 'Forefathers,: and' the Proviſi- 
ons made by them from time to time, even with 
the Concurrence and Afſent, and by the Authori- 
of our: Princes themſelves, for the fecuring the 
Laws/and Liberties of the Peaple, and for. a due: 
and impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice, ' according, 
ro ſettled and eſtabliſhed Laws; he would hardly 


haye- 
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have traduced Poſitions, as new upſtart Common- 
wealch-Principles, which have {0 deep &-Roet lin 
the Legal Governmeiit of this Nation ; and; whictr 
whoever ſhall deny; does, as far as in him lies, 
ſer this preſent Government upon a. rotten,” ſandy, 
Foundation... ble would chen perhaps haye learg/'d: 
to practiſe, what: he ;rells:us the (beſt Teachers of 
Chriſtianity did, Viz. © Fhey never meddied with 
« Crowns and Scepters; but lefr Mankind under 
© thoſe Forms and Rules of Civil Governmeac:,' 
< in which they. found them-.; What greater and 
better Argument can be given againſt Church-mens 
introducing Religion'or Chriſtianity : into the Forms 
and Rales of Civil Government, than what this Gentle- 
man acknowledges, Viz} that or Saviour and his Apor 
ſtles meddled not with it > They left the ſeveral Civil 
Governments to depend upon their own Laws, Po-« 
licies, and Conſtitutions; and there, and no where 
- elle, arewe to ſeek for aRuleand Guide to our Con- 
. ſriences in Matters relating to-Allegiance'and Pro- 
 reftion, the Power of the- Prince, and the Duty of 
Subjects. . 


| am|/ not here profeſſedly taking wpon. me. to 
majnrain either of Mr Jobnſor's Pofitions, which 
no Man's better able to make good than himlelf ; 
rhough chere is no great need of his undertaking it 
p00 neither, 
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heicher, unleſs fome -or dther ſhould have the'Im- 
pudenceto contradict him. oo EY D 
But 1 muſt '/beg  lexve ro obſerve that heretofore 
11nder the Reigns of Princes, Whoſe Acttffion ro 
the Throne was occafton'd by che Remowal of their 
| Predtceſſors; the Dofttitie contain'd it1- Mr. Johnſon's 
cond Poſition, was never look'd upon as dangerous 
to-Priri6es, but countenariced and openly iyowed.. 
1: In-the firſt Year of King © Edpird the Third, 
there ate theſe obſetyable' Wotds itt! x” Sratute 
of that King, Viz, © Wheress' it was neceſſa- 
&« ry for our Soveraign Lord! thei King that-now 
« js, and the 'Queert his' Mother{” 'feting the De- 
« ſtrucions, 'Dartape; Oppreſiions and” 1iſher:- 
« ſons, which wetenotoriouſly done'mthe'Realm 
« of England, upon Holy Church, Prelates, Earls, 
« Barons, attd other_ Great Men, and theCom- 
« minaley; by the-frid- Hugh and Fugh, Robert 
« and Fdmund Arundel, by the incroaching of ſuch 
« Royal Power to-them, to take as good Counſel 
<«, therein as they might. And ſeeing they miglit 
<- not remedy the Tire, antels they catne into Emo- 
&« land wich an Army of Men' of War ;*and by the 
&« Grace of God; | and with fich Puiſfance, arid 
« with. the Help of Great Men and:Commons of 
« the Realm, they have vanquifhed and deſtroyed 
| «'the | 
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f1che; fajd. Hugh, and Hugh, | Robert; and Edrinnd. 
| « Wherefore our Soveraign Loxd the King that 
« now is, at his Parliament holden at Weſtmin- 
cc ſter,, JC. hath | provided,, ordained; and, ;efta- 
cc. blſhed, That no Great Man nor other, 'of what 
« Eftate,, Dignity or Condition he be, that Camie 
« with the ſaid King that now is,& with the Queen 
« his Mother-into'the Realm of England ; nor none 
« ; other, then. dwelling in England,, that came with 
« the ſaid King that naw is, and the Queen in 
« Aid of them, co purſue their {aid Enemies, I 
« weics PursuT Tre KING mis FarnueR was 
© TAKEN AND PUT IN WARD, AND YET, REMA1N- 
Fl ETH IN W.aRD,. {hall not be impeached, 'mole- 
<« {ted nor grieved jn-Perfpn, .nor-11 Goods, in the 
<« King's Court, nor other Court, Fox THz Pur- 
© $UIT OF THE SAID KING, TAKING \AND WITH= 
cc HOLDING OF HIS Bepy, nor Purſuic of any 
<« other, nor taking of 'their Perſons, Goods, exc. 


This ſame Parliament reverſed: the Attainders of 
ſeveral Perſons who had aflilted Thomas Duke. of 
Lancaſter, - towards the Removal of the. Spencers, 
Father and Son, fromthe Preſence'and Conncils'of 
King Edward the Second, and patticularly the At- 
rainder of Thomas Duke of Lancaſter himſelf, who,' 
as Lord High Steward of England, had betaken _ | 

ſel 
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ſelf: to Arnas, td driyethe Spencers-oUtt of theRealmy, 
mw thera -to | Juſtice, and had given the 
King: Battel. - And they nor only reverſe. his At- 
tinder, but in a Letter to the Pope, give.an Ac- 
count -ofchis 'Worth, -of the Juſtice «< his Cauſe, 
that he died a Martyr,; that Almighty God -had been 
pleaſed to give a Teſtimony of his; lanocence, «xc. 
by permitting ſeveral Miracles to be wrought at 
his Tomb, \which.chey defire the Pope te aflue a 
Commiſion, te enquire whether they were teal or: 
not, and-'to canonize him for a Saint. The Re- 
verſal of his Attainder, and this Letter, are yet ex- 
tant upon Record. | 


| Nor-could 1 ever meet in any of our Hiſtories 
or. Monurgents,, thatgive any Account of that Re- 
vyolution, that King Edward the Third claimed the 
Crown, either by Conqueſt, though, he came 
from beyond Sea with a Force too, and routed and 
diſperſed thoſe evil Counſellors who had: got the 
King into their Intereſt'; or by Right of Inheri- 
cance, though he was indeed the next Heir, bur 
cottld have no Tixle by Deſcent, as: long as his Fa- 
ther was alive ;or that' any ether Hypotheſis was in- 
vented to colour bis Accefiion to the Crown, , tham 
whatiwasreally-rrue: in Fact, which was no-other 
than his: being ſer np by the States of the ago 6 
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who had depoſed ' his Father” for his 'Miſgovern- 
ment, upon formal Articles of [mpeachmenr, which 
are yet to be ſeen in Adam Orleton's Apology, at the 
end of Henry Knighton's Chronicle: Much leſs would 
that King have endured ſuch as ſhould charge -him 
ro his Face with Uſurpation, and that he was a King 
de fafto only, but not de jure. {| 


- Weknow how his Succeſſor, King Henry the 4th, 
treated a couple of Prelates that- oppoſed his Ti- 
tle, Which was the ſame with' that of his Grand- 
father, the Victorious King Edward the Third, The 
Biſhop of Carliſle was proceeded againſt in Parlia- 
ment, and ſentenced to Death, though the King 
was pleaſed to remit that. Bur for the Archbiſhop 
of York, the more virulent and bitter Adverſary 
of the two, he made 'no more ado, but chopp'd 


his Head. off, 


' Queen Hlizabeth's Title to the Crown was by 
virtue of a Remainder ſettled upon her by A& of 
Parliament ; other ſhe had none, nor cyer pretend- 
ed to'any, for ſhe ſtood Illegitimared by an Eccle- 
fiaſtical Sentence confirmed by A&-of Parliament : 
And fo ſure a Title ſhe took this to:be,' and was'fo 
little aſhamed to own it, that it was made |High- 
Treaſon, during her Reign, to deny that the Suc- 
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ceſfion of the Crown might be alrered by A& of 
Parliament, anda Premunye for ever. 3 


I mention theſe'things, becauſe we hear, to our 
Aﬀoniſhment, that Mr. Johnſon's Book, is not well 
receiv'd at Court; where, of all other places, in 
our poor Opinions, it ought to meet with the kind- 
eſt Entertainment, bens it juſtifies his Majeſty's 
Proceedings, which were previous to the Rovile 
rion ; -and N_ him, as the Truth is, to be a 
King, 'who has a Juſt and a Legal Right to the 
Crowa by the Laws of this Realm. | 


By. what Logick ir can be made ill Dodtrine, 
to aflert the Lawfulneſs of removing bad Princes 
under the Government of good Ones, and thoſe 
ſuch, as upon a ſuppoſition of the Unlawtulneſs of 
removing” bad Ones, can have-.no good. Title to 
- the Crown themſelves, is what we cannot eaſily 
comprehend. Bur I have ever thought that Cour- 
riers: ſee farther into a Mill-ftone than other Men, 
and that their way of Reaſoning differs from that 
of the reſt of Mankind, ſince 1 ſaw King Charles 
the Sccond heal : I took notice, that when' tlie 
King put the Gold about their. Necks that came to 
be-Touch'd ; the- Biſhop repeated over and over 
theſe Words - out 'of St. John's Goſpel, vis; This » 

C 2 the 


(20+); 


tbe true Light, which enlightneth-every Man that * IG 


into the World... asked ' a Courtier what. relation 
the meaning of thoſe Words could-have-to fuch an 
©ccaſion'?: And he.told me, thatl interpreted Scri- 
pture like a- Peaſant, and did not undexſtand the 
2 2074 vga of Scripture. | 


 Bue this Colin: we- thiak,. would, do well to- 


conſult their Maſter's. Honour and Safety.-mare, 


than to ſacrifice both to the-Incereſt, or-indeed bnt- 
the: ſuppoſed Intereſt-of. a Party. of Men; who tn: 


their Principles.are bis ayowed Enemies, and con-- 


ſequently are obliged- to be ſo in their Practice; if 
am. Opportunity ever' preſent it ſelf'; and-who- of: 


all Mankind.are (cldemeſt. i in the-right.. 


By di ſcountenancing: Mi. Jobn/on's., Diſcourſe, 
they wound their Maſter's Honour in a double Re- 
ſpect ; both his own perſonal Honour, and that 
of. his Family. 


His perſonal' Honour; by contradicting kim in- 


his. Declarations, and blemiſhing the Concurrence 


of- others. with him, to promote. the Ends. of: his 
Bxpedition. 


The Honour of his Family, by caſting: Dirt up- 
on-a: Principle, which:raiſed itto fo great: an:Emi- 
nency; in-the-Low-Countries,, as that; bathihisMa-- 


jelty's 


XUM 


XUM 


{(2r} 
jefty's Father -and: bicaſelf married, ints) 4 Royal 


Family ; by which his Majefty. had.'an\Opporttt- 
nity, yd has happily laid hold of it, to reſcue a. 


Diftreſſed Nation from: 'Fyrariny and Oppreffon, - 
and thereb 7 to make ſo Mufrious ws og _ 


does at preſent. in this part-of the World: -, 
" His Majeſty accepted kindly that Ledrand and 


nious-Gentleman's Compliment tro him; upon 
the, fingular and. tranſcendent 7m beredtary to bis 


Fanaly, of * being the:. Champions of Almighty, God, ſent 


Forth in Aiveral: Ages to vindicate bis own Cauſe from the - 


eateſt. Oppre Which he and they. have-no/0- 
CO ow ys fpouſing: the Cauſe: of: 
Laws in oppoſition to the Exorbirancy of Princes, 
who obſtinately declined to make nan GeRuab of: 
their Government. 


How far they ndinges hcks Maſter's Safery- 1: 
pray God, neither .his Majeſty. nor we may learn: 
by. wotul Experience. 


In ſhort; either ler them give his Maielty (lay 
we), a | al Ficle to the Crown, which he cannot 


-have but by the Laws of the Realna; which-arxe the 


Poundation upon which 'every Governmea'is built, . 
DE as . orlet then fpeakout. round-. 


ly, 
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. One Coufideration 1 more l will add behats [ 
leave this Head ; and that is; that Trajan the: Em- 
perour, One. 'of-. the: greateſt beyond: diſpute, and 

rhaps one of the worthieſt and moſt excellent 
Princes that ever fway'd a Scepter, was-/ſo little 
concern'd whether his Subjects thought themſelves 
obliged to yield Obedience to Tyrants.or not,. that 
one of -his chief. Favourites, 'and who knew his 
Mind very well, ſcrupled not to vent theſe bold 
and'generous Trarhs/ in-a Panegyrick made i in. his 
own —— : _ FO 


Tr: Sratuais is Hs oftibilo Jovi Opring Aecing, 
unam alteramve & hanc eream, .cernimus. | - At paul 
ante aditus omnes, omnes gradus, totaque area binc auro, 
Tinc argento. relucebat, ſeu potius 'polluebatur ;  quum in- 
ceſti Princip ſtatuu: permixta 'Deorum ſimulachra ſorde- 
rent. Ergoiſte quidem arec C pauce manent,  manebuntg,; 
quamdiu Templum ipſum ; ille autem auree 0 innumera- 
biles ſtrage' & ruina public gaudio litaverunt.' Juva- 
bat illidere : folo' ſuperbiſfamos vultus, . mſtare ferro, [e- 
vire fecuribus, acfi fungulos iftus (ſenza; dolorqae. feque- 
retur, (here che Author in the hearing | of:an excel- 
lene« 299i deſcribes the: Mulcitude tearing a :Ty- 


ranc 
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rant to-pieces in Imagination, and does it with Joy 


and>Thumph ©) ape: cow temperate: gautls; *. fet2que 
Letitiz,! __ wultiinis viderttar, cernere lacerss- artus, 


truncata membra ;; poſtremo tructs, \borgendaſque:i amagines 
 excobtafque: 4 at exillocerrore Gr:mings i 
ca IE pours IS " 0 & $8474) 


0? A) ,\ 1 


"And. a lirtl aker vim - _ Prop poſter 


TI DAP | -W \3 Does 1 290K 146; 1- 

—_— nomad Tra, oo W fame: GlaG' with 

Brutus, who was inſtrumental in delivering Rome 

form the "Tyranny of the: Tarquins, and him oy 
help'd to kill Fidigs Ceſariin theSenare © 'Viſwitus) 

dem hs materia. CeſtrisStudulng.\ que; 'Brutorums qua Th 

| Nec" diſcrepat. caſas; Ti enim Roges) "Fda« 

Remque ary ww. meanibus depilerunt': | hic\ Regnum: "ip- 

yk queque alia: captivitas gignit, arcet ac NOM 

emu obines Princpir ne FRO > 


"had whereas the: Author' of the Preface: co ab 
three Treatiſes, makes a Jeſt of Conditional Set- 
——— of Power, Pliny tells us; thac the. Larnrns 

yers for this Emperour were'corceivd canditio+: 


nally Uigs Sc ws Then WT ex mtilitate. am- 1 
mum rexerit. $14} -« ! : | —__— \G 810 Al 


—_ 
He 


(14) 
T 2194 2; 290b bas 0!36Gieaml) ni 25091 
2  Heiapplauds-hin Cm Feltns 
ring che:Poſteriry of ſfuch'asihad fagnalizd, them- 
ſelves in aflerting the Laws:and:Liberties: of :their 
Country. -. A alind.z \te quam: fenatwe: Feverentia obyi« 
nuit, ut juvenibus\ clariffum.e. gentry odebitwm:(peneri.boa 
norem, ſed antequam deberetur, offerres * Tandem 2rgo 


Nobilitas nou. obſcuratur, fed Hſrats g rw b han- 
dem illos ingentrum.Virorum, nepotes,' ill 05\potteras: Þi- 
bertatis, nec terret Ceſar, nec pavet ; quinimo feſteatis 
biniorus rpiſns atihe auger G7 _— penal. 


| He tells ting that no Prince can. bb acdhneckls 
0 God,'| who has nor:the iLove of the Pebple; ghd 
that therefoxe Trajan.had concluded his Fues public 
auneupata;" ut' ita precibus \ſuts =_ annuerent, (6 Judicium 
Populi mereri perſeveraſſet. ” Aded (lays 'P ny) 'nibil 
tibi amore civium antiquius, ut ante. « nohis deinge 4 
Diis, atque ita» ab -llis\amuri ruetes, ff. a nokir ner. 
Et ſane priorum Principum exitus decuit, ne a Dus qui- 
_—_—_— miſs ques bonines awentoi'1 2:15iv; nf 


11S 


- And at'the end: of. his Pn fn Author 


prays 0. Jupiter -Capitolmus to preſerve:the Emperouti 
ta'themiand:their Poſterity,) upon! the (me Qain-: 
dition ; Si bene Rempublicam, fi ex utilitate;ommuns: 


rexerit. 


(25) 

And all chele,Pxinciples were. gaod Doctrigcyar 
der the Reign of agood Prince ;; 08e,, wha when he 
deliyered-che Sword to the Coramander in chief of 
che Precgrian Colarts, gave it him with; this Charge ; 
Viz.r.t9 uſe, for 4906 rs; 6 Wil * uſe 
i <gah him, p] 


ASM Fbfoncells us ery hui ive Qbedience is 
calculated far Dramys { O-Are, th6|oppabte- Genes 
calculated for Liberty under a Free  Gayernmeat. 
Nor can any Prince be afraid of them,” who#s nor 
conſcious. to himſelf that his Gaygrament is fach, 
3s dalaryes. tp have the E&&asofichem brought ; 

wo; bis: - andtherefars, whoeves; aflers 
them, under the Reign: -of. '2 Juſt Prince, pu the 
grearelb, Aﬀronc upon him imaginable, ale conſe- 
Arn they _ him @ Tyrang to bjs face, .. 
1oT z: »Y 

. Lhave: argued, with Ps of. Qur Jure,Divinn Men 
upon this 'Topick, wiz, . That Paſſive Obedience is 
directly againſt the Law af che Nation, by.which 
all Perſpns, whatloever, who ac by virus of any 

icy, derived" from the-;Pringey. taut act; ar 
their Peril; [for chat if ſuch Auchority, Writ, Come 
miſſion, or whatever 'jt is, be not. warranted by 
Law,.:the Perſons: who-pur ir in _—_ Vn 
NR ,and.jf. chey Lo with: Op 


—_ 


(26) 
and2kill-the Oppionients;? are'Mirrderers,): betauſe 
they ated withour any Anthority'ar'all 7! for "ani 
illegal Commiſſion 'is a void Commiſſion, and 'a 
void”! Commiſſion 'i9'ns Commiſſion." Whereas] 
according to out Paſſive-Obelierice-Gentlemien;*i4 
void Commiſſion, which our Law ſays'ought"not 
to be obey'd, . does yet command our Obedience, 
equally with'a\ Commiſion warranted by. Law, be- 
catiſe it proceeds; "forfoothy! from the futhority! of 
theSoveriigh,”911 © Loy (72G T Lot DIIGILIDIED 
i436 1 ON'M MPH} if bins »ni76 voh N12 it el 
They ' have not been able to deny,” beinp- thus 
preſſed; that Prfſive- Obedience. kd$ho Foatdation ih 
theanciene Laws of thiſReatm; "an lilveberakefh 
themſdve- to A Few Clairſes i in AR-of rwe-of 
Parliament made firice' the Reftauration of Kirig 
Charles the Second : 'The one''is the Corporiation-Oath, 
whereby is renounced © the Traiterous Poſition 
«of raking 'up'Arms bythe King's|Aarhoeity a- 
xc gainſt his Perſon, 'OR aGAinsT HOSE THAT ARE 
© CoMMISSIONED BY Flim, © Ye) 
/ Beſides tharirhis Oath'is row aketiway by an | 
Act of Parliament'inthe firſt Year' of theji preſertt 
Majeſties'Reign; they\ would ds well ro: reniem- 
ber what paſſed in the Houſe of Lords in the Year 
3675, when great 'Endeavouts were uſed 'to. have 
this Oach impoſed :as at Teſt'uporthe whole Nad- 
L384 | \. on ; 


yrs 
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oh; what-was'ther! alledged- againſtir; and [that 
cthe-Bill was thereupon” thrown! our of the Houle, 
But the chief-rhing tharinow think firiro mencion, 
is, that in the very ſenſe of the Parliament which 
paſſed ir, Perſons Legally Commiſſioned were \under- 
ſtood, and: no others : for'it/ mer with: main! Op- 


gm in the Houſe of Commons; and' in-parti- 


ular Sir Edward Yaughan, who was afterwards Lord 
Chief Juſtice of the Court of Common-Pleas, made a 
long Speech, in which he ſhewed that by the Law 
the People of England not only might, - but in ſome 
Caſes were bound to take up Arms againſt Perſons 
Commiſſioned by the King ; and that Sheriffs of 
Counties were bound, if it could be done no other- 
wile, - to raiſe the Poſſe Comitatus to oppole and:ſup- 
preſs all ſuch as ſhould put any fuch ilegal'Cam- 
miſſions in Execution, it they. proceeded fo fay as 
to. compel; Obedience to them; for then they be- 


came Rioters, and ſubject to the ſeveral Acts .of 


Parliament-made for the ſuppreſſing of-ftich Offen- 
ders. : To which Sir Heneage Finch,: then Sollicitor 
General, and afterwards Earl of Nottingham, and Lord 
Chancellor of 'England;: who: was a great prompter of 
the Bill;; noadeino other/Anfwer: but this; via; That 
the word Legally needed| not be.inſerted; for that. it 
muſt of neceſfity be-underftood to be implied, be- 
cauſe Perſons not Legally Commiſſioned, were not 
Li5 D 2 Com- 


| =” 
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Commuiltoned at. all. Up which -the: Bit paſs 
ſed. | And for the: truth of - this I appeal to the Me- 
moriesof fome who: are yet alive,” and were Mem- 
bers of thar Parliamcat, and preſent in the Houle 
at this Debate. . 
_ - The ſame Oath; with very little Aſcerariob 2a 
Words, |ibin the At for ordering the Forces in the faves, 
ral Counties of this 'Kmgdon, commonly called the 
Miitia-43 ©: The Alteration is this, Or aG6amsr 
THOSE THAT aRE ConnissioneD BY Him, ww PuUR- 
SUANCE OF .suCs MitiTary ConMissibxs. Thoſe 
Military. Commons; are : Conmilfions 'of- the 
Licutenancy, which we know tobe [cxcled and re- 
gulared\by a Law;i:and therefore eo fwear noc'to 
chew; (5 av:more:than to (wes mor ro faghe 
agatalt x an Act of Parliament. | -- 

The rt are corfory Expreſions inthe Prednibiles 
of an Att or ID, winch we know do —_— 
Law. * 

Bgr 1 ſar: che Boqattin of che abi exit 
Clexgy have ruwinro gpon this Subject; i their fra- 

ming to.themſalves an Idol of them own/igvemion, 
mſtead/ of x; Legal Enplil King. .. ThisChearwaz 
diſcovered early in che 7tb Yicar of ae Reiga of 4; 
Fames: the Fielt, -andemnoplant*of wn 
ef the Houle of Cormensiathote Days; viz, Thar 
m__ at Enquirmg ir __ d har Power, ny 


(9) 

and Prerogatives the Kings of England enjoy by ther 
Laws of this Nation, our Men of ſpeculative Heads: 
had framed to themſelves a general-Notion of the 
word King, as a Genus ; had given ie a Definition,. 
and brought all Kings, and orher fingle ſupreme 
Magiſtrates as Individuals, -under that Definition, ,\ 

By which Means the Laws and Conſtitutions. of 
Nations were filencd; and whatever Government 
had a ſingle Perſon ar the Head of ie, was equally 
fubjeR to that (ingle Perſon, however their (everal 
[ven and Conſtitutions reſpeRively ag limio 
and. seſtrain his Power, | 


- This pernicious as well as ſenſeleſs Fhporkeſis 
firikesar'the Roor of whatever rhe Church is pol- 
kd of in Temp ofals, a6-well as at the Liberry and 
Pro of 'Lay ubjetts: for the Clergy have:no; 
Privileges; JurkkAions, Endoleeda ec. bur 
what: are conferred" upon |\rhem, and: ſecured to 
them by Law; which Law: if they fubjc&2o che 
Perſona! Power of the” Prince, their |Injoymenrof 
chom 45 precarious, and they have G—_ bur ws 
gogd Nature Yepend UPON, | 

Not-e46- rnention the 'Ingratinnde. they: F TAR Iv 
having received ſo ample Endowments from the 
Charicy of - 6wr Anceſtors, who choughtchemidves: 


Propriconef their Eſtaves, our of whichthey'pro- 
vided 
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vided To liberally: for them, and Fac indeayouring, 
to inſlave; their Maſters, /and render their Liberty 
and Property precarious, | | | 
| But St; Paul's Words to Timothy are verified in . 
theſe Men, via. Deſiring to be Teachers of the Law, 
they underſtand neither What they ſay, . nor whereof they 
affirm. 1-11-20) * | 
__ could' with that Mr. Johnſon had inlarged his 
Book with -what he does bur hint at, and barely 
mention, I mean the Doctrine of the Mirroyr, the 
Confeſſor's Laws, the Curtana Sword, and the Power 
of the Lord High Steward, and other great Officers 
of the Kingdom : bur particularly that he had gi- 
ven us an Account of the Authority - of the Lord 
Fhgb Steward, concerning which -Great Officer we 
find but '{9me; few, Scraps here- and.there in any 
printed Book ;, but they are ſuch as give us good 
Cauſe. to believe-that he was farther intruſted and 
wmpowred to: redreſs. Miſgovernment a the State, 
than-our: Clergy are generally; aware. of ; and tho 
there: be (no iſuch! ſtanding Officer at, this Day," yer 
there having been ſuchan'one, .it would do well if 
we were informed both wherein his. Office did-par- 
ticularly conſiſt, fandhow it game tobe diſuſed, 


-: The Stile of Mr. Johnſon's Preface- offends. ſome 
amonglt us, as too light and wanton for the. Gra- 
me vity 
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vity of the Subje&t; others, as making too bold 
with his Superiours by perſonal Refleftions. To 
the former, we who are his Friends, give this An- 
ſwer, That it is a very hard Matter for an Author 
to keep his Gravity, when he thinks he has nothing 
but Nonſenſe to encounter with. * To the ſecond, 
That his Sufferings having been ſo conſiderable, and 
perhaps his Diſappointment ſo too, he may the 
better beallowed a Freedom of his Pen, in treating 
thoſe, whom perhaps he may look upon either per- 
ſonally, or in their Principles, ro have been inſtru- 
mental in either. "0 

Where we find ſo much Truth, fo much Inte- 
grity, and ſuch Ng of Reaſon, as appears in 
every Page of his Diſcourſe, we can eaſily diſpenſe 
with humane Infirmities, if more had ae” interve- 


ned, than what we hear are objected againſt him. 


S1R, I am 
Your humble Seryant, 
N. N. 
FINIS. 


